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Scribblings and Reflections from the Pastor’s Perspective: 
 
 
           I always feel compelled at this time of year to write something about the need to remain 

peaceful and centered during the holiday season. I have written more articles and sermons 

about this topic than I can remember. I suppose this impulse to caution people about the 

stresses of the Christmas season arises out of a personal concern. In my experience, December 

is one of the busiest months, if not the busiest, in the church. Between events, shopping, trav-

el, decorating, and numerous other activities, a person can easily be overwhelmed during this 

time of year. One of the reasons this time of year is so stressful is that all of these things can 

disrupt our daily, weekly, and monthly routines.  

 

 Routines play an important part in our mental, emotional, spiritual, and physical health. 

It has long been acknowledged that significant disruptions of our routines over a long period 

of time generally mean something is wrong. There are times, of course, when routines need to 

be interrupted to allow for creativity and spontaneity. Routines are also interrupted by life it-

self: sickness, death, accidents, and so on. Even so, most people seem to function best with 

some consistency.  

 

 This consistency is going to be interrupted during the month of December for most peo-

ple in our church and community. We have to acknowledge and accept this fundamental fact 

of our shared church life. Once we accept this, then we do need to take advantage of down 

time whenever it presents itself. Whenever we have a normal day, we should take it as an op-

portunity to settle back into our routine. A problem arises when we feel overwhelmed with 

things and try to use this “down time” or “normal day” as an opportunity to get more things 

done. Overall, we are probably going to be much more centered and efficient, not to mention, 

content, if we consciously and deliberately stick to our normal routines as many days as possi-

ble during the month of December. This will be more easier for some than others, but I be-

lieve we can all benefit from having a few ordinary days scattered among the hustle and bustle 

of the Advent season.  

 

 “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s 

trouble is enough for today." (Matthew 6:34) 
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The Men’s and Women’s Breakfast 
on Saturday, November 9th was as delicious as 
always.  Charlie fried the eggs, and Rodney 
made the gravy, hash browns and bacon.  Kirk 
cooked the biscuits, and he and his friend Neel 
helped set up the tables.  Abby Parham brought 
a thought provoking devotional. 
 

Two new folks attending were Gretchen Tucker 
and Jim Raffel. 
 

The next breakfast will be December 14th. 
All are welcome! 
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December Birthdays 
 

  2—Don Hamilton 

  3—Gail Miller Chancellor 

  4—Nancy Shanafelt 

        Angel Attipoe 

  8—Jim Halford 

14—Rodney Price 

15—Vicki Kerr 

16—Laurie Giddings 

23—Margaret Johnson 

24—Ruth Cranor 

26—Sue Siltman 

27—Rodger Hiatt   

        Bryan Hall 
 
 

December Anniversaries 

 

13—Patrick & Kristi Messersmith 

23—Lloyd & Katy Presswood 

 

 

Happy Birthday!  Happy Anniversary! 

If you are celebrating your birthday or 

anniversary this month, please be sure to 

attend the monthly celebration on  

December 8th.   

Your Westminster family will celebrate 

with you as part of the fellowship time! 

 

           
 Presbyterian Women News 

 

On Tuesday, December 17, Presbyterian 
Women will meet at 10:00 a.m. in the church 

library.  Lesson #4,  Passing Through the Waters, will be 
the study. 
     Please bring paper goods (napkins, face & toilet tissue, 
etc.) for Hope Haven.   Also, bring a small dish of cookies 
for fellowship after the study. 
 

   All Westminster women and friends  
are invited to join the study. 

WESTWIND DEADLINE 

+++ December 16th — next due date! +++ 
 

If you have anything you wish to be included in the 

January Westwind, please send the items by e-mail to the 

church   office: office@wpcabilene.org or put  them in 

the    Westwind  box. 

 

Give THANKS! 
“And let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, to which indeed you are called in 
the one body. And be THANKFUL.” 

 
Colossians 3:15 

    Check out these dates and join us for all the activities. 
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Celebrate Advent Season at  

Westminster Presbyterian Church! 

First Sunday of Advent—Dec. 1st 

 POINSETTIA TIME!!! 
 It is that time of year when we will celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior!  Once again you will 

have the opportunity to purchase a Poinsettia plant.  It is always a joy to see these lovely flowers as they 

adorn our sanctuary during the Christmas Season!  Moreover, it’s a joy to be reminded of our loved 

ones, especially  during this blessed time of year!   

If you would like to order a Poinsettia plant for a loved one, in memory of a loved one, in honor of a 

friend or simply for the Christmas holiday beatification of your own home, please complete the order 

form and return it with your cash or check to the church office, or offering plate.  Be sure to reference 

"Poinsettia order" on your check.  

    Orders must be in by December 9th!           Cost per 6” basket Poinsettia…...$12.00 
 

************************************************************************** 

Poinsettias for the Advent Season  
may be ordered for the church sanctuary through December 8th.   

 

Please enclose the following information along with $12.00 per plant.  Send to the 

church office or leave in the offering plate.  

 

Your name:__________________________________________  No. of Plants________ 

 

In Memory of________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of__________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               BUDGET REPORT 

October Revenue      $7,357.11 

October Expense    $13,094.99 

Deficit for October  ($5,737.88) 

************************************* 

Other Gifts—October 

Special Gifts $150.00 

Food Pantry  $120.00 

PH&S            $50.00 

*********************************** 

October 31st Endowment Balances: 

New Covenant   $113,426.77 

Texas Presbyterian Foundation $145,062.37 

ABOVE AND BEYOND FUND 

 

October $225.00 

Total:  $22,850.05 
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                                                                   STEWARDSHIP means: 
 sharing our TIME -- when God gave us life, He also gave us Time,  Our time on earth 
is a gift from God, and we should use it wisely, ensuring that we will fulfill God’s plan for 
our lives; 
 sharing TALENTS -- the sharing of our Talents allows us to express our love and 
gratitude for all that God has give us in providing us with the ability to perform a task; and 
 sharing our RESOURCES -- sharing our financial resources allows us other ways to 
show our gratitude to God.  With our gifts, tithes, and offerings, we show our appreciation 
to God for all that He has done for us!.   

 

Off They Went by Loretta Fulton is about Abilene 
women pilots, but Westminster has its own 
woman pilot. 

Wanda Garson owned and flew an airplane 

and belonged to several 99 Clubs in various cities 
where she lived.  She even won a plaque in a 
competition for landing closest to the line on the 
tarmac. That plaque is now in a museum in Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma, that honors women pilots. 
 
Wanda also won the best costume at the Hal-
loween Party at University Inn. 
 
(See picture on bulletin board.) 

                                                                                                           

Merry Christmas 

To all Westminster 

Members and Friends 
 

From your staff, 

 

Rev. Chris Turner 

Travis Lowery 

Bonnie Walters 

Sue Siltman 

Tim Adcock 

Feed the HUNGRY! 
Westminster continues to collect much-needed non-perishable FOOD items, CASH money, TOI-
LETRY items, usable cooking UTENSILS, usable eating & serving UTENSILS, and small kitchen 

APPLIANCES that still work for the PRESBYTERIAN FOOD PANTRY. 
Just put YOUR donations in grocery cart in the Narthex  

on each and every Sunday. 
 

SHARE your FAITH 
Some deserving children really will have a very 

MERRY CHRISTMAS, because YOU put 
YOUR donations of new or not-much-used TOYS in the grocery cart, or under the Christmas 

Tree, in the Narthex!  
GIVE THANKS! 
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THANK YOU 
from the Stewardship Committee! 

The Stewardship Committee would like to PRAISE the LORD for our recently conduct-
ed Pledge Campaign.  First of all we give PRAISE to our GOD and SAVIOR who has blessed 
Westminster with faithful people who do His work in this part of God’s Kingdom.  We also give 
PRAISE to the LORD for all of you, the members and friends of Westminster, who have re-
sponded to the GIVE THANKS!  Pledge Campaign with your pledges and gifts of money, time, 
and talents  

We give PRAISE for the 24 households have responded so far to the Pledge Campaign 
by returning pledge cards.  Of course, this represents more than 35 individuals, since some of 
the responses are from more than one person.   

As of November 10, 2013, the total amount pledged for 2014 is $65,140.00 -- which is 

$22,224.00 less than the hoped for and prayed for amount of $87,364.00.  So, your HELP 

still is needed! 
 We also PRAISE the LORD for the 25 persons who so far have shown their willing-

ness to contribute to the life and work of Westminster by responding with their Time and Tal-
ents Sheets.  At a later date they will be contacted by the Session members who moderate 
various committees to follow up with them on what they have expressed an interest in doing at 
Westminster. 

As we continue into the 2014 fiscal year, we ask you to be in ongoing prayer for West-
minster.  We ask that you also PRAISE the LORD for all that God has done, is doing, and will 
do at Westminster.  We also ask that you continue to ask God to guide Westminster as we 
seek to follow His will in the months to come. 

Of course, if you have not yet responded to the GIVE THANKS! Pledge Campaign, we 
encourage you to return a competed Pledge Card and a completed Time and Talent Sheet.  

Please HELP us to finish this Pledge Campaign by showing your commitment to Westminster 

with your pledges of time, talents, and treasure.  THANK YOU! 
 

 
The choir would like to 
invite the church to join 
the music ministries of 
Westminster and 
Elmwood West UMC as 
we present A Festival of 

Lessons and Carols on Sunday evening, December 
8 at 7:30pm at Elmwood West UMC.  The evening 
will be a great service of worship as lessons from 
scripture will be read to commemorate the season 
of Advent and Christmas.  Familiar carols will also 
be sung by all as we prepare ourselves for the com-
ing of the newborn King!  Join us for a great even-
ing of worship! 

SHARE your FAITH! 
 

Small things done  

With GREAT love 

can -- and will --  
CHANGE the world! 

 
Ask some person how YOU and 
Westminster can PRAY for her 

or him. 
 
    S p r e a d the GOSPEL! 
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Give THANKS! 
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

 

     “Joy to the Word/The Lord is Come…”/ “Hark the Herald Angels Sing.”  We are once 

again in the Season where the Word Incarnate came into the world in the personhood of  

Jesus Christ.  It is also time once again to celebrate the Christmas Joy Offering. 
 

     By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering you will be helping families of active and re-

tired church workers.  The Offering is shared equally by the Assistance Program of the 

Board of Pensions and Presbyterian-related racially ethnic schools and colleges for educa-

tion. 
 

     Jackie McCain, is a widower of Presbyterian minister Ray McCain.  She thinks the As-

sistance Program is a rare blessing.  They were married in 1953, raised 5 children, while 

leading a faith-filled life travelling the Country preaching the Gospel in various churches, 

both large and small.  In 1985 Ray suffered a serious heart attack and passed away a short 

time later.  This event left Jackie at home with children scraping by on a month by month 

basis.  She came across an article about the Board of Pensions, called the hotline and found 

the help she needed. 
 

     Pastor Tom Brackbill and wife, Pam, celebrated their 37th anniversary this summer.  

They met while attending a Presbyterian college, married after graduation and have been 

serving rural and larger congregations for 33 years.  Two years ago Pam was diagnosed 

with Alzheimer’s disease.  Tom turned to the church for faith and support—including using 

a shared grant from the Assistance Program to help provide respite care for Pam. 
 

     Brother Tony and Andje Knopick, in the 8th and 10th grades respectively are of Native 

American, Polish and African American descent.  They both attend Menaul School which 

is an independent faith-based school that works to ensure racial, ethnic and cultural diversi-

ty in the classroom. 
 

     Samantha Moreno is a freshman at Presbyterian Pan Am School in Kingsville, TX.  She 

acknowledges that school has changed her faith and helped her find God as a real friend.  

Partly supported by gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering the school prepares young people 

for lives of Christian leadership. 
 

     “Deck the Hall with Boughs of Holly…” So, this Season when you see the envelopes 

hanging on the Christmas tree with brightly-colored yarn, get one and enclose your offering 

for this very real and much-needed work of the Presbyterian church.  You will be very 

blessed in the doing. 

 

Merry Christmas, 



 

 WESTMINSTER  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                      
 4515 SOUTH 14TH STREET                                    
 ABILENE, TX 79605-4736                       

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS REQUESTED         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USHERS AND GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 
 

USHERS:  Harroll Backus (head), Cary Cooke,  David Samuelson,  

                      and Patrick Messersmith 
 

GREETERS:  Barbara Backus and Candace Samuelson 
 

If you cannot be present, please try to obtain a replacement and then call the head,  

Westminster Prayer List for December 2013 
 

                                 Each week we will be praying specifically for several of our WPC families.   
                    We invite you to join us as we ask God’s blessings upon our sisters and brothers in Christ.   
 
 Dec. 1st:-7th:  Julia Wells; Margie Dawley; and Phyllis Core 
 Dec. 8th-14th:  Margaret Gregory and Donnie Cozby   
 Dec.15th-21st:  Tom & Laurie Giddings, Thomas & Daniel 
 Dec. 22nd-28th:   Jim & Jewell Halford; and Lloyd & Katy Presswood 
 Dec. 29th-Jan. 4th:  Michael Kerr; Robert & Pat Gaines; and Travis Lowery   
  

 Have you never seen your name here?  Remember that this list is open to members and regulars.        
 Contact the church office or the Shepherd’s Committee and we’ll get you on the list!    


