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Scribblings and Reflections from the Pastor’s Perspective:
The Presbyterian Church (USA) lost a record number of churches in 2012. "According to
statistics released Thursday by the Office of the General Assembly for PC(USA), 110 congregations were granted dismissal in 2012 in order to join other denominations; in 2011, the reported
number was only 21," (The Christian Post, May 31, 2013). These are sobering numbers. It goes
without saying that "mainline" is no longer an appropriate term when applied to churches that
are losing huge numbers of members and churches each year.
Presbyterian Churches seem to be more apt to split than most denominations. I researched
the number of Presbyterian/Reformed denominations in the United States, and I stopped counting after 50. This is 50 denominations in the United States alone that consider themselves the
heirs of John Calvin and "The Westminster Confession." The reasons for this fracturing are
many and complex.
One reason is, of course, that human beings are sinful and imperfect. A second reason is
more particular to Presbyterians and Reformed churches. Presbyterians place a high premium on
literacy and theology. Our worship services rely on a bulletin which requires a decent reading
ability. Our ministers are required to have seven years of college and seminary beyond high
school. Our understanding of God and the Bible is based on a Book of Confessions which is
filled with long, and sometimes complex, documents. Our Book of Order, the document that
guides the governance of our church, is filled with sections and subsections that would make a
lawyer giddy (or so I've been told). The trees matter, sometimes to the point of missing the forest.
As I recently told an elder, all this dividing and the exodus of the conservative churches
in the PC(USA), leads me to believe that our denomination will be radically different in the next
few years. Depending on your perspective, this can be good or bad. But, in the end, if we are
forced to give an accounting of what we believe as individuals and as a local expression of the
body of Christ here at Westminster PC, then this may be a good thing. After all, we are told to
"Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for

the hope that is in you" (1 Peter 3:15, NRSV). It is not an accounting of what we believe
about marriage, abortion, the death penalty, or Israel. It is an accounting of HOPE. Grace
and peace in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Check out these dates and join us for all the activities.

Reminder
There will be no Presbyterian Women’s Meeting until September.
No Men and Women’s Breakfast until September.
No Diaconal Care Meeting until September.

Give THANKS!
“THANKS be to God
for his indescribable gift [of Christ].”
2 Corinthians 9:15
SHARE your FAITH!
In 2013 the
PRESBYTERIAN FOOD PANTRY
really does NEED your
continuing DONATIONS of
non-perishable FOOD items,
cash MONEY, TOILETRY items,
usable cooking UTENSILS
(pots, pans, skillets, etc.),
usable eating & serving UTENSILS (knives,
forks, spoons, etc.), and
small kitchen APPLIANCES
that still work.
Give THANKS & Feed the HUNGRY!

Please
S p r e a d the GOSPEL!
&
SHARE your FAITH!
There really are folks who are waiting
for YOU
To invite them to Westminster.

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!
If you are celebrating your birthday or anniversary
this month, please be sure to attend the 2nd
Sunday, July 14th, fellowship.
Your Westminster family wants to
celebrate with you .

July Birthdays
1—Brooklyn Grace Johnson
3—David Shanafelt
4—Lefty Cleveland
6—Katherine Flanery Bowen
11—Michael Kerr
17—Amber Sullivan
Robert Gaines
Travis Lowery
18 —Pam Veltkamp
28—Candace Samuelson
31—Mallory Gozdanovic

July Anniversaries
5—David & Candace Samuelson
6—Cary & Mary Cooke
26—Robert & Pat Gaines
30—Gordon & Valerie Obert
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ENDOWMENT FUND REPORT as of JUNE 5, 2013
Texas Presbyterian Foundation = $135,358.03
New Covenant Growth Fund = $104,277.63
TOTAL = $239,635.66
2012 Withdrawals = $20,000.00
2013 Withdrawals = $30,000.00
Total (2-Year) Withdrawals = $50,000.00

REPORT on DONATIONS
In the month of JUNE 2013, Westminster will give
donations of:
$ 20.00 to Meals on Wheels;
$290.00 to NOROC; and
$ 45.00 to the Presbyterian Food Pantry; for
$355.00 TOTAL .
The Father’s Day Silent Auction for the Buffalo Gap Camp raised $238.25. This
amount, plus the donation of $180.00 already made to the Camp, totals $418.25. This total
amount constitutes either the full payment -- or a larger partial payment -- of Westminster’s
2013 “per capita payment” to the camp.
As of March 31, 2013, Westminster now has $430.00 available to donate to
Palo Duro Presbytery, in addition to -- or to supplement -- the 2013 “per capita payment” to
the Presbytery.

BUDGET REPORT
As of MAY 31, 2013 (for the month):
income = + $ 9,346.87
expenses = - $13,168.76
NET balance for the month = minus $ 3,821.89
For the calendar YEAR 2013 thru May 2013:
income = + $76,194.29
expenses = - $67,376.37
gross balance = + $ 8,817.92
minus income from Endowment
Fund withdrawals in 2013 = - $30,000.00
NET balance for the year = minus $21,182.08

Total ABOVE & BEYOND
Contributions =
$19,165.05
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MusingS from Moore
Wednesday, June 5, 2013 by Cyndi Brown

I was physically SHAKEN...before I was spiritually STIRRED.
I was DOWN for a while...but then I climbed OUT.
I am DISPLACED… but by no means am I HOMELESS.
My HOUSE is in ruin… but my HOME is stunningly gorgeous.
At no point during the storm did I fear for my LIFE… but for the first time in years,
I’m truly ready to LIVE.
Jesus was BRUISED for my iniquities and CRUSHED for my sins
...but I came out without a SCRATCH.
Some will say a half-inch thick sheet of METAL and a strong
Supporting FRAME saved my life...while I don’t doubt the mechanic of my storm SHELTER,
I am also positive that GOD had His finger on the HANDLE.
While some wish they had been BURIED in the rubble, God has given me CLEAN SLATE.
Insurance takes care of STUFF. God takes care of PEOPLE.
And in times like this, we take care of EACH OTHER.
“For it is by GRACE I have been saved through FAITH, and that not of myself.
It is a GIFT from GOD.”
I’m learning the difference between a problem and an inconvenience.
Waiting in long lines of traffic and having to show
My drivers’ license to enter my neighborhood was no fun.
Having to replace my prescriptions medicine was a bother.
Going car shopping is never a joy.
From the moment I came out of my storm shelter, or within a few more hours at least, many, many people
who lost loved ones or suffered personal injury in the storm had a problem. I lost my house and most of its
contents, but I’m learning this is an inconvenience. It’s a MAJOR inconvenience. However, God’s got me,
so right now, I have no problems. Just a very long to-do list. Amen?
____________________________________________________
If you are interested in helping the folks in Moore, OK, or other places of disaster, please visit the
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance webpage at www.presbyterianmission.org.

Congratulations to Pastor Chris for winning the
Golden slippers! Having these is quite an honor
and having them for a year is almost tooooo
much to behold.
Also congratulations to members and friends at
Westminster for being so generous with White
Elephant items and monetary donations. A total
of $238.25 was collected to benefit Buffalo Gap
Presbyterian Camp. Westminster is one of the
most consistent supporters of Buffalo Gap, and
this money will be used to continue to help build
long-lasting Christian experiences for campers.

STEWARDSHIP
is what we DO after we say
“WE BELIEVE!”
STEWARDSHIP
is a way of living out our Christian Discipleship in response to ALL that
our God have given to us.
STEWARDSHIP
is both a spirituality and a WAY-OFLIFE.

Give THANKS!
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JULY MISSION—MEALS ON WHEELS
Last October Meals on Wheels received a request for meals for 72 year-old
Nellie. She had recently moved to Abilene to be near her family although they
were unable to provide much support. Nellie has a number of health problems including diabetes, arthritis, heart trouble and depression. She is not able to stand
to prepare a meal for herself and is unable to do much housework.
We added Nellie to a lengthy waiting list but started delivery of a noon mean,
five days a week without charge. This vital service has faith that donors will contribute generously so that there is enough money to make sure that Nellie receives
the meals she needs.
Meals on Wheels recently was awarded a $20,000 grant by the Community
Foundation of Abilene. It will be used to help provide meals to 126 of the neediest
people on the waiting list. The total needed to service those 126 people for an entire year would be $207,500.
Our parents and grandparents should not go hungry. Nor should the gentleman
down the street who gets about slowly with his walker or the younger lady with MS
who is wheelchair-bound.
Other great news is the challenge grant for “Groceries on Wheels” by the Carl
C. Anderson, Sr. and Marie Jo Anderson Charitable Foundation. What an opportunity for gifts to “Groceries on Wheels” to be matched.
There is a Creed for home delivered meals, and it, in part, is this: “In a world
that sometimes seems to isolate and ignore the elderly, sick and unwanted, we
pledge to serve those who need us as if each were our own mother and father, as
if each were our own daughters and sons. We pledge to serve the lonely, sick elderly, handicapped and unloved not only with the food they so urgently need, but
also with understanding, patience, smiles and listening ears. For it is through us
that those we serve realize a future without fear…”

INASMUCH AS YOU HAVE DONE IT UNTO
ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE….
Candace Samuelson
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AFTER THE STORM
Thanks to Sue’s grandson for cleaning up and hauling to the recycle center.

HELP NEEDED!
The worship committee needs a couple of people to help with the sound
board this summer. We would like to have 3 or 4 people who can assist
Mark until our college students return in September. Please contact Mark
Smith (669-0513) to arrange training and the Sundays that you can assist.

Westminster Prayer List for July 2013
Each week we will be praying specifically for several of our WPC families. We invite you to join us as we
ask God’s blessings upon our sisters and brothers in Christ.
June 30-July 6:
July 7—13:
July 14—20:
July 21--27:
July 28—Aug. 3:

Jim & Jewell Halford; and Lloyd & Katty Presswood
Michael Kerr; Robert & Pat Gaines; and Travis Lowery
Charlie & Abby Parham; and Dorothy Murtha
Don Leiter; Gretchen Tucker and Tom & Bonnie Walters
Catherine Cathey; Ruth Cranor; and Lexi Cruce

USHERS AND GREETERS FOR JULY
USHERS: Jewell Halford, Jim Halford (head), Kirk Garson,
and Al Windham
GREETERS: Wanda Garson and Jaime Tindall

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
4515 SOUTH 14TH STREET
ABILENE, TX 79605-4736
ADDRESS CORRECTIONS REQUESTED

____________________

