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Scribblings and Reflections from the Pastor’s Perspective: 
 

          As the church enters our annual season of Stewardship during the month of October, 
we are called forth to examine our physical and spiritual resources. The modern manner of 
Stewardship month or season has become routine and, at times, very difficult, demanding, and 
even discouraging. This has been heightened during the recent financial difficulties of our 
nation, although the situation is starting to slowly change.   
 When a church is confronted with the reality of dealing with an operating loss and a finite 
amount of time to reconcile the situation, we must ardently seek God in prayer. Prayer focused 
on not only solving the financial issue, but, more importantly, that fellowship, spiritual growth, 
and an increasing dependence on God will manifest itself throughout the people of God at 
Westminster. We must be ever vigilant not to let disagreements and differences of opinion 
divide the church at Westminster. Prayer is foundational to any progress in these issues.  
 By immersing ourselves in prayer for our church, we are then able to face the fact that 
we may be called to reconsider what is essential to our church at this time. Are sacrifices of 
paid services turned over to volunteers and other frugal measures something the church needs 
to consider for a season until we are solvent? If we are blessed in God’s providence by an 
increase in membership and tithing, then restoration of services could be a possibility. 
 The question of what can we sacrifice as a church without compromising our spiritual 
integrity and the call to worship and glorify God above all is an important question. What is the 
church? What is the purpose of the church? One answer is found in the new edition of the Book 
of Order: “The Church is to be a community of faith, entrusting itself to God alone, even at the 
risk of losing its life” (F-1.03). When people come together as a community of faith, much like a 
marriage, difficult times are part of the program. There is also a time when two people know 
that something has to be done to save the relationship (community). In our day and age of the 
mega-church, it is argued that the small church is becoming irrelevant and unable to meet the 
needs of the people. These needs, more often than not, are entertaining services, numerous 
programs and studies for every age and demographic.  
 The Book of Order tells us that “the Church is faithful to the mission of Christ as it: 
Proclaims and hears the Word of God, Administers and receives the Sacraments, and nurtures 
a covenant community of disciples of Christ (F-1.0303). Through creative solutions, moving 
from paid to volunteer services, and a reliance on prayer, God just may intend this “small 
church” to be faithful to that mission for the next generation.  
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    Presbyterian Women 
Presbyterian Women will meet on Tuesday 

October 15th at 10:00 a.m. in the church 

library to study AN ABIDING HOPE, The 

Presence of God in Exodus and Deuteronomy by Janice 

Catron.  The second lesson will be God’s Call to Serve.  

 

     All Westminster women and friends 

are invited to join in the study. 

   Check out these dates and join us for all the activities. 

 

 

Mark Your  

Calendars! 

       

The next Church Potluck Luncheon will 

be held after Worship, Sunday,  

October 27st.               

MEN AND WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 

8:00 AM, October 12th 

 

Twenty-plus Westminster members and 
friends had a wonderful breakfast in  

September.  Let’s make it thirty-plus in  
October.   

Great food, fellowship and devotional. 

Happy Birthday!  Happy Anniversary! 
If you are celebrating your birthday or  

anniversary this month, please be sure 

to attend the after-worship coffee time on  

October 13th. 
Your Westminster family will celebrate 

with you as part of this fellowship time!   

 

 

October Birthdays 
 

  4 —Cary Cooke 

         Mark Smith  

         Skyler Johnson 

  5 —Connie Gill 

         Shine Attipoe 

  8 —Lina Hall 

10—-Eleanor Webster 

15 —Carolyn Ainsworth 

21 —Harroll Backus  

26 —Morrigan Gozdanovic    

27 —Connor Messersmith 

29 —Jamie Tindall 

 
 

October Anniversaries 
 

9—Jim Raffel & Nancy LeMay 

      Bryan & Lina Hall 

     The Presbyterian FOOD PANTRY 

              FEEDS  the HUNGRY 

And so can You! 

Each and every SUNDAY just put YOUR  

donations of non-perishable FOOD items,  

cash MONEY, toiletry items, useable cooking 

UTENSILS, useable eating & serving 

UTENSILS, and small kitchen APPLIANCES 

that still work in the grocery cart in the  

Narthex. 

SHARE your FAITH &  

S p r e a d the GOSPEL! 
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GIVE THANKS! 

 
The Stewardship Committee is pleased and blessed to announce that, 

in the month of October, there will be 
 

“The 2013 
GIVE THANKS 
OPPORTUNITY  

at and for a grateful 
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH” 
 

This “Call to Faith” will provide for ALL of the members and friends of 
Westminster Presbyterian Church with the OPPORTUNITY to CELE-
BRATE Westminster and to GIVE THANKS to God for all that He had 
done for them, is doing for them, and will do for them, especially at and 

through Westminster. 
 

Time and Talent Pledge sheets and Financial Commitment cards will 
be distributed in early October so that everyone will have the OPPOR-

TUNITY to THANK God by GIVING back to Him 
 a portion of what He has given to them.  

 
GIVE THANKS! Sunday will be on October 27, 2013. 

 
CELEBRATE  &  GIVE your THANKS! 
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 Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Abilene, Texas 

CELEBRATE &  GIVE THANKS!  OPPORTUNITY 
 
Name(s) _______________________________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________State_______________ZIP___________ 
 
My/Our Financial Stewardship Pledge for 2014 
Grateful for God’s love in Jesus Christ, I (we) make the following pledge  
in support of the mission of the church through our congregation, presbytery, synod, and 
General Assembly. 
 
$______________  per ___week    ___month     ___other _______________ 
 
(This pledge may be increased or decreased due to changing circumstances.) 

ENDOWMENT FUND REPORT  
as of SEPTEMBER 3, 2013 

 
Texas Presbyterian Foundation = $138,074.64 
     New Covenant Growth Fund = $104,328.17 
                                          TOTAL = $242,402.81 

 
2012 Withdrawals = $20,000.00 
2013 Withdrawals = $30,000.00 

          Total (2-year) Withdrawals = $50,000.00 

Meet Tim Adcock—Westminster’s New Treasurer 
 

Tim is self-employed at Adcock Income Tax, Inc.  He has 

over 30 years experience in tax preparation and related ser-

vices for individuals, business, and non-profits.  He is cur-

rently employed as organist and Finance Administrator at 

First Christian Church.  He has over 37 years experience as 

church organist/pianist and 26 years experience in church fi-

nance in various capacities.  He is a native of Iowa Park and 

is a graduate of Hardin-Simmons (BBA in Accounting.)  His 

professional memberships include National Society Tax Pro-

fessionals, Abilene Community Band, Big Country Chapter 

of American Guild of Organists and Kiwanis Club of  

Abilene. 

Keep this portion as a record  
of your financial stewardship  
pledge for the year 2014 

 
My (our) financial stewardship  
pledge: 

 
$______________________ 

 
per ___week     ___month 

 
    ___other ___________  

 
(This pledge may be increased 
or decreased due to changing circumstances.) 



                             CELEBRATE! 
 
OUR financial contributions to God’s Church 
support the Westminster’s PROPERTY.  We 
must have a place to meet; and God has blessed 
us with wonderful facilities.  When we come 
together in Worship, our PROPERTY allows us 
to focus our hearts and minds on God; and when 
we come together in Christian Fellowship, our 
PROPERTY allows us comfortably to enjoy each 
other’s company.     Give THANKS! 

“The 2013 
GIVE THANKS! 
OPPORTUNITY 

at & for a grateful 
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN  

CHURCH” 
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                            Give THANKS! 
“So do not be foolish but understand what the 
will of the Lord is . . . . giving THANKS to God 
the Father at all times and for everything in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”     
Ephesians 5:17 & 20 

CELEBRATE! 

Deadline for November Westwind is Monday, 

 October 21st. 

 

SHARE your FAITH! 
 
 

E X P A N D  the 
COMMUNITY of God! 

 
Ask someone how YOU can 

help them. 
 

S p r e a d the GOSPEL!  

Dear Friends:   
THANK YOU all, so very much, for your love and concern for us during this time of 

Mary’s health problems.   We really do appreciate all of your cards, flowers, telephone calls, 
visits, food, and prayers. 

 In Christ, Mary and Cary Cooke  
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Westminster Prayer List for October 2013 
 Each week we will be praying specifically for several of our WPC families.  We invite you to join us 
as we ask God’s blessings upon our sisters and brothers in Christ.   
 

Sept. 29th-Oct. 5th:  Patrick & Kristi Messersmith, Connor & Scotty 
Oct. 6th-12th:  Bobbie Core and Larry & Nedra Black 
Oct. 13th-19th:  Gary & Nancy Shanafelt; Pam Veltkamp 
Oct. 20th-26th:   David & Jamie Tindall, Casey, Kelly and Audrey 
Oct. 27th-Nov. 2nd:   Joy Shin and Rev. Chris & Amy Turner 
 

 

USHERS AND GREETERS FOR OCTOBER 

 

USHERS:  Charlie Parham (head), Sally Carthel, Rodney Price  

                    and David Ainsworth 

 

GREETERS:  Dorothy Murtha, Abby Parham 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                                      
4515 SOUTH 14TH STREET                                    
ABILENE, TX 79605-4736                        

         
 

 

 

 

 

____________________ 







     SEPTEMBER 2010    MISSION:  Presbyterian Children’s Home & Services 




