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Scribblings and Reflections from the Pastor’s Perspective:

A little over two years ago, Amy and I arrived in Abilene. I believe one of the
aspects of a pastor’s vocation is to think about and reflect upon the movement and
operations of God. This may also be stated as thinking theologically about ordinary
life. The Galilean preacher we call the Christ would often use the commonplace
and the commonsensical to illustrate the divine. As a church and as Christians, we
are called to look for God in all things. I have learned over the years to never
underestimate the power of God’s will in operation. The past two years at
Main
Heading
Westminster Presbyterian Church have reminded
me Article
again of the
surprising nature
of faith and providence.
There have been many ups and downs, triumphs and trials. I think there are vitality
and a sense of hopefulness while we work to balance budgets, raise funds, and
struggle with discerning where God is leading us. We will remain faithful
throughout the highs and lows if we remember we are but ambassadors working for
another. We are ambassadors of Jesus Christ working in an outpost of the kingdom
of God called the Holy One of Israel with Jesus Christ as its head. This is both
comforting and terrifying. We are comforted in knowing that God has called us to
this life, and nothing, in heaven or on earth, can separate us from this love. We are
terrified in realizing that we are representatives of Jesus Christ in this world.
As we continue this journey, I must admit I feel more of a sense of enthusiasm and
excitement as we labor about showing the love of God and love of others in our
little outpost, than anything else. We seek to live as a family of the children of the
living God. We worship together, pray together, and break the bread together. This
sharing of the Holy Sacrament of God pledges us to love one another and seek to
bring reconciliation to our families, our communities, and our world. May God’s
grace and peace be with us as we look forward.

Pastor Chris
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GET READY FOR FALL
Check out these dates and join us for all the activities.

Presbyterian Women
Presbyterian Women will meet
on Tuesday, September 16th, at
10:00 a.m. in the church library for
the first meeting of the 2014-2015 church year.
Book Study: RECONCILING PAUL
A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians
By Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty

All Westminster women and friends are
invited to join in the study.
MEN AND WOMEN’S BREAKFAST

8:00 AM, September 13th

Join us for great food, fellowship, and devotion in
the Westminster fellowship center.

Happy Birthday!
Happy Anniversary!
If you are celebrating your
birthday or anniversary this
month, please be sure to
attend the fellowship after the
worship service September
7th. Your Westminster
family will celebrate with
you YOUR special day!
September Birthdays
1 - Donnie Cozby
4 - Frances Evans
Al Windham
10 - Scotty Messersmith
11 - Bright Attipoe
21 - Jewell Halford
24 - Bob Siltman
25 - Phyllis Core
Rev. Chris Turner

September Anniversary
15 - Jim & Jewell
Halford
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PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN'S HOMES AND SERVICES

Every year the Presbyterian Church (USA)’s general assembly invites Presbyterian congregations to appoint their Pentecost offering to meet the needs of children at risk. Congregations are encouraged to designate 40% of the offering for this purpose. If you plan to make
the Pentecost offering a part of worship in your church, we invite you to put aside 40% of
your offering to our mission serving at-risk children.
PCHAS is an independent ministry governed by an 18-member, volunteer board of trustees and is in a covenant relationship with the Synod of the Sun. This synod is a governing
body of the Presbyterian Church (USA). We do not receive monies from them, but are dependent on gifts from individuals within the membership.
PCHAS Christ-centered ministry encompasses children who have been abused, neglected
or abandoned with love and support. Our care includes group homes for children, foster care,
education, adoption. Also, a family preservation program that prevents families in crisis situations from breaking apart; and a single parent family program that provides a timely safety
net to single mothers who would otherwise be homeless.
In 2011, volunteers provided 7,957 hours of service. Ten supporting organizations with a
total of 205 volunteers and another 246 individuals participated in volunteer ministry. There
are a plethora of volunteer opportunities at PCHAS, ranging from one-time experiences to a
year-long commitment for individuals, families or groups. These opportunities include office
work, outdoor maintenance, mentoring or sharing a skill with our children.
Many of the children we serve have never known the unconditional love of God. Because
PCHAS is a faith-based agency, we prefer to employ individuals who have a Christian commitment and concern for the children and their families. Christian nurture is provided
through prayer, Bible study and participation in a local Presbyterian congregation. Our specialists blend faith into their practice with the families, helping them get in touch with their
beliefs and encouraging them in their spiritual development.
The ultimate goal of our residential programs is to reunite children with their families.
Sometimes this is a biological parent, but often it is an aunt, uncle or grandparent. About
40% of the children who come into our homes live with us until they graduate from high
school. After high school, many of our children partake of our advanced education/aftercare
program which provides scholarship to attend a university, college or technical school.
If you wish to make a donation please make your check out to Westminster and put
PCHAS in the “For” blank.
When you have done it unto one of the least of these….
Candace Samuelson
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Prayer requests for Westminster

Pastor Chris, Amy, and family
Travis and the choir
James Steele, interim organist
Church Staff
Diaconal Care Shepherds
Missions at home and abroad
More new members
Creative activities
Angela
Catherine Caffey
To grow in faith
Good Sunday School Attendance
Joyful spirit
Unity in the Spirit
Custodians
Shut-ins
The good of all
Loving hearts of people
Outreach to the community

COME ONE,
COME ALL THIS FALL!
SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:30 AM
Starting in September:
“See How It All Began”
GENESIS
The first Book of Law

Session Room
(Educational Wing)
Pastor Chris

Deadline for
October Westwind
is
Tuesday
September 16th
4:00 P.M.
Sympathy and prayers to several
who attend church at WPC in recent losses in their families.

CELEBRATE!
STEWARDSHIP is a Way-Of-Life deeply rooted in JESUS CHRIST, who -by His example -- taught us how to live. He came not to do His own will, but
to do the WILL of the One who sent Him. He came not to be served, but to
SERVE. God has given EACH of us something to do that no one else on the
earth can do. Through STEWARDSHIP, Jesus makes clear to EACH of us
our individual MISSION in the Church, giving us the grace to live STEWARDSHIP as a Way-Of Life -- as a way of holiness and spirituality. As we
recognize the presence of God in our lives, we set out to live the spirituality
of STEWARDSHIP in terms of our TIME, our TALENTS, and our TREASURE (money).
Give THANKS!
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Introducing Our New Members!
The Hatters: Wade, Terah, Travis, and Tysen
Wade is very involved in youth work with the Synod of the Sun and Grace Presbytery. He chairs and is a member of several youth committees, and has been active in the Synod Youth Workshop of ten years. In 2009, he received certification
in youth ministry from Columbia Presbyterian Seminary and has been the youth
ministry leader at several churches in Palo Duro Presbytery.
HIS PASSION: Fishing!
Terah works with the hospice section of Integracare. She is involved in the managerial area and works directly with families. She has a Masters degree in social
work from ACU. HER PASSION: READING and TRAVEL!
Travis will be a Senior this year at Wylie High School. He will play football,
which he has done for four years. HIS PASSION: HISTORY!
Tysen will be a Freshman at Wylie High School. He is a colorful, free spirit.
HIS PASSION: READING!

The Ju-BELL-ee handbell choir begins SOON!!!! The first rehearsal will be
at 5:45 p.m. on Wednesday, October 1st. Please contact Travis Lowery, choir
director, @325-280-0333.
REMINDER TO TAKE YOUR MEDICINE
There are many “pills” that have not been taken from the basket in the
Narthex. Inside the capsule is the name of a member or friend of our church
family. On the back of the card is a suggestion list of things you might do for that named person. Certainly you might choose to do something else. Be creative!
Westminster’s Diaconal Care and Evangelism committees desire that
Westminster be one of the “healthiest” communities in Abilene.

Let’s work together to make that happen.

Hymn Study - September 2014
Recently, I have been both encouraged and extremely dismayed by world events. The violence
that has ensued in the Middle East brings me
great pain, not because I know anyone living in
that part of the world but because of the great loss
of life. I began to consider how great we have it in
Abilene, Texas of the USA where we have no fear
of persecution or prosecution for our faith. In the
Middle East today, people are being killed because of what they believe. Not only Christians,
but Muslims and Jews are being killed because of
who they are. As I contemplated all these things I
began to think of “Amazing Grace” (1779) which
will be the focus of this month’s hymn study.
Amazing Grace was written by John Newton
(1725-1807), an English clergyman who was once
a captain of a slave ship in the eighteenth century.
Newton found his faith when he was about twenty
-three years old after he was marooned by his
crew in West Africa and later rescued. He became
a supporter of abolitionism and barely lived to see
Britain abolish African slave trade in 1807. In the
first stanza of “Amazing Grace” we hear about
Newton’s conversion experience, how he was “a
wretch,” “lost” and now “found”. The original
hymn had seven stanzas, however most modern
hymnals, including the Presbyterian Hymnal
(1990), typically shorten it to four or five. Incidentally, the famous last stanza that we all know
and love that begins “When we’ve been there ten
thousand years…” is not actually part of the original hymn. It was first recorded in Harriet Beecher Stowe’s anti-slavery novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin
and previously had been passed down only orally.
In the early nineteenth century “Amazing Grace”
became a sort of anthem of the Second Great
Awakening in the United States.
Amazing Grace has been set to a few different
tunes, most famously the tune NEW BRITAIN,
which is the one most people associate with this
hymn. However, it was first set to the tune
JEWETT which still appears in the Sacred Harp
hymnal, for those of you who may have grown up
singing out of shape note hymnals (Don’t feel too
bad, some people still sing from those hymnals,
myself included! I have one in my office if you
would like to see the JEWETT setting). Its first
appearance set to NEW BRITAIN was in William
Walker’s The Southern Harmony in 1847. I wish

I had a first edition of The Southern Harmony but
they’re quite difficult to come by. You can, however, find one in the music library’s rare book
room at Hardin-Simmons University. As you consider “Amazing Grace,” think on the oppression
going on in the world. We may not have it perfect
here, but we have it pretty good.
Travis Lowery
Amazing grace! (how sweet the sound)
That sav’d a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears reliev’d;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believ’d!
Thro’ many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.
The Lord has promis’d good to me,
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.
[Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease;
I shall possess, within the veil,
A life of joy and peace.]
[The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,
The sun forbear to shine;
But God, who call’d me here below,
Will be forever mine.]
When we’ve been there ten thousand years.
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise.
Than when we first begun.
— John Newton, 1779 (Olney Hymns)
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BUDGET REPORT

The Session is working diligently on the current
budget and the budget for 2015. A full report
will be forthcoming.
In 2014 the
PRESBYTERIAN FOOD PANTRY...
NEEDS your continuing DONATIONS of
non-perishable FOOD items,
cash MONEY, TOILETRY items,
usable cooking UTENSILS
usable eating & serving UTENSILS and small kitchen
APPLIANCES that still work.
Give THANKS & Feed the HUNGRY!

September 2014
Sun

Mark Your Calendars!
The next Church Potluck Luncheon
will be held Sunday, September 28th.
Bring your favorite dish to feed 12-15.

Mission: Presbyterian Children’s Home

Mon Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2 NOON
Spiritual Renewal Grp

3
7:00 P.M.
Chancel Choir

4

5

6

7 PANTRY DAY
8
SS 9:30
Worship/Lord’s Supper 10:55

9 NOON
Spiritual Renewal Grp

10
7:00 P.M.
Chancel Choir

11

12

13

14 Bdays & Anniv.
9:30 SS
10:55 Worship

15

16
10:00 PW Bible Study
NOON
Spiritual Renewal Grp
DEADLINE Westwind

17
7:00 P.M.
Chancel Choir

18

19

20

21
9:30 SS
10:55 Worship

22

23 NOON
Spiritual Renewal Grp

24
7:00 P.M.
Chancel Choir

25

26

27

28 9:30 SS
10:55 Worship
NOON-

29

30 NOON
Spiritual Renewal Grp

8 A.M.
M/W Breakfast
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Westminster Prayer List for September 2013
Each week we will be praying specifically for several of our WPC families. We invite you to join us
as we ask God’s blessings upon our sisters and brothers in Christ.
Aug. 31st-Sept. 6th: Don Leiter; Gretchen Tucker; Tom/Bonnie Walters
Sept. 7th-13th: James, Evelyn, and Amber Sullivan
Sept. 14th-20th: Catherine Cathey; Ruth Cranor; Lexi Cruce
Sept. 21nd-27th: Shine/Faustine Attipoe, Bright, Angel, and Emanuella
Sept.. 28th-Oct. 4th: Ferren Sadler; Kirk Garson; Wanda Garson; Lily Lewis

USHERS AND GREETERS FOR SEPTEMBER
USHERS: Bryan Hall (head), Rodger Hiatt, Su Hiatt, Lloyd Presswood
GREETERS: Katy Presswood, Ruth Cranor

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
4515 SOUTH 14TH STREET
ABILENE, TX 79605-4736

____________________

